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House of Representatives
The House met at 10 a.m. and was

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore [Mr. NEY].
f

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
June 5, 1997.

I hereby designate the Honorable ROBERT
W. NEY to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

NEWT GINGRICH,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

f

PRAYER
The Reverend Steve Kummernuss,

Zion Lutheran Church, Doylestown,
OH, offered the following prayer:

Let us pray.
Almighty God, You have given us

this good land as our heritage. Make us
always remember Your generosity and
constantly do Your will. Bless our land
with honest industry, truthful edu-
cation, and an honorable way of life.
Save us from violence, discord, and
confusion; from pride and arrogance,
and from every evil course of action.
Make us who came from many nations
with many different languages a united
people. Defend our liberties and give
those whom we have entrusted with
the authority of government the spirit
of wisdom, that there might be justice
and peace in our land.

Bless those who hold office in our
Government that they may do their
work in a spirit of wisdom, kindness,
and justice. Help them use their au-
thority to serve faithfully and to pro-
mote the general welfare, through
Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
f

THE JOURNAL
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The

Chair has examined the Journal of the

last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.
f

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Nevada [Mr. GIBBONS]
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. GIBBONS led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

f

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain fifteen 1-minutes
on each side.
f

WELCOME TO REVEREND
KUMMERNUSS

(Mr. REGULA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. REGULA. Mr. Speaker, we are
pleased to welcome today Reverend
Kummernuss from the Zion Lutheran
Church in the 16th District of Ohio,
who gave the invocation, a very
thoughtful one, I thought. And this is a
little bit special because Reverend
Kummernuss’ son, Matthew, is one of
our outstanding pages this session.

We are pleased that we could have
Reverend Kummernuss here today to
join in our opening and also to give
him an opportunity to see where his
son has spent his past several months.
If we have any errands that we need
run, just summon him. Since Reverend
Kummernuss has the privileges of the
floor today, he also has the privilege of
asking Matt to do his errands.

We are happy that Reverend
Kummernuss joined us for today’s in-
vocation.
f

BOY SCOUTS AND GIRL SCOUTS
(Mr. TRAFICANT asked and was

given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. TRAFICANT. Mr. Speaker, a
California court ruled that the Boy
Scouts do not have to accept girls.
Scouts honor. Check this out, 13-year-
old Katrina Yah sued, her attorney
said the Boy Scouts of America is a
business, therefore under California
law, she should be allowed in. Beam me
up, Mr. Speaker. What is next?

Boys suing the Girl Scouts. Sons
suing the Daughters of the American
Revolution. Grandpas suing the Brown-
ies. Teenagers suing the AARP? Think
about it. I believe that there is really
nothing wrong in America with boys
being boys and girls being girls. Think
about it. Yield back the Cub Scouts.
f

SHORTFALLS IN DEFENSE
FUNDING

(Mr. GIBBONS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GIBBONS. Mr. Speaker, the Com-
mittee on National Security will meet
soon to authorize appropriations for
fiscal year 1998 for military activities
of the Department of Defense. When
voting on the defense authorization bill
in the coming weeks, we must consider
our Reserve component forces and the
shortfalls in their funding. What will
happen to our Reserve component read-
iness, compatibility and equipment
interoperability with the Active Force
if we continue to shortchange these
forces?

We must remember that as the Amer-
ican defense budget continues to dwin-
dle, we will be relying more on these
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